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On London Time: George Bamford
Modification maverick George Bamford’s latest custom watch collaboration illustrates exactly
why his strength lies in colouring outside the lines

The concept behind Bamford Watch Department’s latest collaboration with jewellery designer
Black Badger started around 50 years ago – before either company existed, and when custom
wristwatches were as futuristic as a Flux Capacitor. In 1970s Michigan, Ford factories would
spray car components with layer upon layer of primer, paints and topcoats, resulting in overspray
building up on mounting equipment over the years. By happy accident it was discovered that by
cutting into the resulting material, known as Fordite (or Motor City agate), psychedelic patterns
revealed themselves, much like geological rock. Back to London in 2019, and the collaboration
between Bamford and Black Badger has produced ten exclusive TAG Heuer Carrera Calibre 5
watches with ‘Fordite’ dials.

Why work with Black Badger?

My approach with these things is never ‘Is this going to be good for business?’ but ‘I know we’re
going to make something amazing’. I met James Thompson [founder of Black Badger] about five
years ago – I think what he does is so cool. I’m sure this will be the first project of a few. Do you
know what kind of cars would have been sprayed in this way? We’d like to think it was a Ford
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GT or a Mustang, but in reality it would take months to track down the individual models. Each
layer acts as a snapshot in time – which makes it incredibly fitting for a watch.

Why so few watches?

The material is so delicate – if it flexes, it will break, so each one took a long time. It felt right to
keep it to 10 based on how long it took the material to develop, and how long each one took to
manufacture.

Two of the ten limited-edition BWD X Black Badger 'Fordite' Tag Heuer Carrera Calibre 5s

Why did you choose the TAG Heuer Carrera Calibre 5?

I love the Carrera – the simplicity of the case, the chamfered edges – and the window just worked
so well.

What is your favourite way to spend time in London?

I love the world that exists in Hyde Park, from the sports to the ice cream vans. When you run
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around the park you realise how beautiful the city is. I love going on a voyage of discovery
around Borough Market and Dover Street. There’s a new chocolate shop,  Marchesi  1824,  that
just opened opposite The Connaught – I don’t even eat sugar, but it’s exquisite.

Marchesi  1824  
How will the watch industry adapt to an ever-increasing demand for sustainable products?

A watch lasts for generations – it is the opposite of fast fashion. Many companies are working
with recycled materials, the perishable components like straps will be improved. Customisation
also takes something out of the trend cycle – the product becomes yours, which means you’ll
develop a better relationship with it and appreciate it for longer.

Tag Heuer Monaco by Bamford
What are your favourite menswear haunts in
London?

I have a bit of a sneaker collection and I
predominantly wear trainers, but George Cleverley
is developing something with a trainer bottom for
me at the moment. Nick Foulkes introduced me to
Budd Shirts, and I really love their attitude and
their attention to detail. I tend to go to Caraceni in
Italy for tailoring, but I love what Huntsman does.
I’m so excited that Double RL has just opened in
Carnaby as well, I really missed it after the Mount
Street store closed.

How do you feel about Brexit?

I feel like the city has got to a point where we just
need to get on with it – it’s happening, and bemoaning Boris Johnson won’t move it forwards.

As someone who works so closely with time, how’s your punctuality?

I’m too optimistic – I’ll always leave the absolute minimum time required to get somewhere. As
soon as I’m late, it messes up my whole day – it’s a domino effect. As you can probably tell, I
also like to chat, so that doesn’t help!
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Zenith El Primero Revival X Bamford and MR PORTER
bamfordwatchdepartment.com
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JIMMY
WOMEN MEN HANDBAGS BRIDAL BOUTIQUE IN MY CHOOS

TH

ANNA VITIELLO AND BETTINA LOONEY' S

GUIDE TO LONDON

Marchesi 1884
"

Marchesi on Mount St . is a must visit for anyone with a sweet tooth ,
"

says Anna .
"

Italian pastries
are my favourite thing in the world-I have memories of eating them until I was sick as a child.

Although these are a much more indulgent version , they' re no less delicious . I' d go for a mini egg
tart to start and a puff pastry with a good old fashioned espresso .

"

Compete with the old school

Italian opulence in the pearl and glitter embellished BAILY or the JC monogrammed LOVE heels.

Where to eat: Marchesi 1824 , Mayfair

"

MARCHESI ON MOUNT ST . IS A MUST VISIT FOR ANYONE WITH A

SWEET TOOTH"

Anna (left) wearing BAILY . Bettina (right) wearing LOVE
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Tra le iniziative della

Vendemmia alla sua decima

edizione c’è la possibilità fino a

domenica di pranzi e cene a

prezzo ridotto in ristoranti di

fascia alta (35 pranzo, 60 cena).

Hanno aderito: Acanto, Boeucc,

Armani Bamboo, Armani

ristorante, Baccarat, Caruso,

Don Carlos, Don Lisander,

Finger’s, Finger’s Garden,

Giacomo Arengario, Giacomo

bistrot, Giacomo ristorante,

Niko Romito, Trussardi alla

Scala, Salumaio di Montenapo,

Illy Caffè, La Cupola, La

Veranda, Mandarin bar e

bistrot, Pacifico, PanEvo,

Pasticceria Cova, Pasticceria

Marchesi, ristorante Berton. ·

T’a, Terrazza Baglioni, Terrazza

Gallia / Excelsior, Vòce Aimo e

Nadia

L’iniziativa
Con la Vendemmia
ristoranti top “low”
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STARTUPILAPASTICCERIAMARCHESI1824APRENELLACAPITALEUK

IDOLCIDIPRADA
CONQUISTANOLONDRA

PASTICCERIA M RCTIESI

O ERNESTOBRAWLER

LONDRA . Siamo banali
se giochiamo con le parole
e diciamo che la
pasticceria" va di moda "? Marchesi
1824 , di proprietà di
Prada, ha aperto a Londra - e
non resterà a lungo l '

unicopunto vendita all '

estero
della pasticceria storica di
Milano . Altri esempi non
mancano , come
VivienneWestwood , entrata nel
mondo caffetterie nel 2015
a Shanghai , che ha da
pocoannunciato una nuova

apertura a Milano ,
mentreArmani ha una linea
di cioccolato firmata
GuidoGobino . Moda e dolce
è un binomio interessante

PRADA,
PROPRIETARIA

DELLAPASTICCERIA
MARCHESI,

NEPROGETTA
L' ESPANSIONE

per il brand Prada , sin da

quando , nel 2014 , ha
acquisitola storica pasticceria di
via Santa Maria alla Porta.
Pochi mesi dopo l
acquisizione, Prada allestì nei

grandi magazzini
Harrodsuna mostra dal titolo
"

Pradasphere
"

, una

temporarylocation di Marchesi
nel tempio londinese dello

shopping . Poi , le aperture
degli altri due punti vendita
a Milano , in Galleria e in
via Montenapoleone . Ora
la pasticceria a Londra ,
nel quartiere Mayfair . Il

segnale inequivocabile di

quanto Prada voglia
investiresull

' alta pasticceria.
Tant' è che fonti del grup

confermano la volontà
di espandersi in altri Paesi
nei prossimi anni .
Insomma, Londra è solo la prima
bandierina sulla mappa
appesanell ' atelier di Miuccia
Prada e Patrizio Bertelli.
Ed è una signora
bandierina. Siamo al numero 117
di Mount Street , nel cuore
delta Londra modaiola , tra

gallerie d ' arte , ambasciate
e boutique d ' alta moda.
Settanta mq con , alle
pareti, ancora molte
decorazionioriginali . L ' intervento di
ristrutturazione e arredo
richiamal ' atmosfera del

negoziodi Santa Maria alla
Porta . Altri arredi sono in

legno di ciliegio , ispirati a

quelli degli altri due
negozimilanesi , accanto a
elementiin legno originali ,
come la parete divisoria
visibile all '

ingresso.
I pavimenti , in marmo nero
e venato giallo Siena , così
come il soffitto originario
a doghe in legno , sono
accostatia lampade a
Ianterna. Nella parte
posteriore, la saIetta dedicata
alla degustazione del
L ' offerta prevede una
selezionedi dolci e snack
salati per ogni momento
della giornata: colazione ,
pranzo , aperitivo serale . Il
menu è servito su
porcellaneRosenthal , con posate
in argento Sambonet.

Diego Crosara
responsabiledi prodotto delle
pasticcerieMarchesi , si è
focalizzatosu un tema: garantire
lo stesso standard di
prodottoe servizio anche
oltremanica. Così ha puntato
sulla rotazione dei giovani
pasticceri , operativi a turni
tra Milano e Londra , per
mantenere il pdv londinese

agganciato all '

operatività
già rodata del laboratorio

meneghino .
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